LABOUR   AND   MATERIALS   FOR   REBUILDING
most other building was deferred until 1670. The new gaol at
Ludgate and the compters in Wood Street and The Poultry
were not even authorized until December 1669.2 Payments for
Newgate began to be heavy in 1670-71, and those for Bridewell
in 1671-72, whilst the work on the Monument took four years
from 1671.2
The general rebuilding of the burnt churches began in
1670, directly the second Rebuilding Act3 had removed the
uncertainty as to which were to be suppressed, but more than
half of them were still unstarted at the beginning of 1676.*
Disputes between unwillingly united parishes caused delays,
and the need to have money in hand before a start could be
authorized added to them. The slow yield of the coal dues,
on which they depended for funds, was in this instance of real
value in its automatic regulation of the flow of work. In
addition, the City deliberately discouraged an indiscrimi-
nate general start. To that end in February 1671 it closed the
Chamber5 to deposits by the parishes for future rebuilding,
declaring that 'the number of Churches in hand are as many
as are Suitable, to the Time, mony, Workemen, and Materialls,
requisite to the Orderly finishing of them'.6 'Materialls'
in this case covered all manner of things, but for practical
purposes it meant stone. Apart from the substantial use which
could be, and was, made of the stone in the burnt buildings,
this had all to be brought in from outside. The church-
wardens' accounts show that the materials of the old churches
were carefully collected and preserved, and that their value
1 The warrants to the committee placed in charge of each of them are still extant
(Guildhall Lib., MSS., 324-6).
2 The model for it was not approved until the middle of February 1671: (Rtyert.,
76, f. 727).
3 This provided for the suppression of 35 of the burnt churches, and for the payment
of is. i J-d. per chaldron out of an additional duty on coals towards the rebuilding of
the remainder.
' 4 See the analysis of Bodleian MS., Rawlinson B 388 by L. Weaver in Archaeohgia,
LXVI, pp. 15-22. For an account of the 'Tabernacles* - the temporary buildings which
took the place of the churches until the latter could be rebuilt - see The Victoria
History of the Counties of England, London^. W. Page (1909), r, p. 340.
5 The City Treasury - usually known as the Chamber.
* Guildhall Lib.tM&. 307.
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